THE  FOUR  GEORGES
which described the life of early man as "solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish, and short55.1 The evil that the Romantics
did lived after them, for not only did they seriously
weaken that classical spirit which characterizes European
civilization at its best, but the extremes to which they
went precipitated the inevitable reaction of Realism.
This latter produced Zola, who, to quote M. Leon
Daudet,
"from the outset, made Truth his god and enshrined
her, pen in hand, between the manure heap and the
morgue".2
His influence upon the literature of the world is still very
marked, and much to its detriment. The Romantic
Movement has much for which to answer.
The immediate effects of Romanticism were not, how-
ever, wholly bad, for it fostered an affection for the
monuments of the past, and also for the beauties of nature.
Defoe took little or no interest in a ruin, and although the
reverse was the case with Torrington, the latter's diary
bears eloquent testimony to the fact that the normal
eighteenth-century Englishman was a great deal of a
Vandal; even Torrington himself was not above a little
pilfering when opportunity offered. It is easy to laugh
at "society" in the Victorian era with its elaborate picnics
in ruined abbeys, at Beckford for his extravagances at
Eonthill, and at the sham Gothic of Ashridge, but it is
well to remember that they are evidence of a change of
opinion which henceforth was to regard ancient monu-
ments as treasures to be preserved, rather than as quarries
to be developed. Formality, not least in dress, had gone
too far, but there was both pathos and bathos in the
1 Leviathan, Ch. XIII.              2 Memoirs (English translation), p. 20.
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